
and end of the season. The camp, for 
girls ages 8-12, was a hit – our young 
riders were especially thrilled about 
taking the horses for a swim in Lake 
Philippa. Camp Horizons 
will again offer 
Equestrian Camp 
for girls in 2010 
during the first 
and last week of 
the summer season, 
and has changed 
the ages to 9-14 to 
accommodate more 
campers who want to 
focus on horses for 
this popular one-week 
session. 

Our Adventure pro-
gram ran just one ses-
sion this summer, but it 
was a busy two weeks, 
with campers enjoying 
high and low ropes, the 
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Happenings from Horizons

Mark your calendar for our
Fall Reunion Oct. 16-18

Horizons campers, counselors and friends – mark your calendars for our annual 
Fall Reunion Friday, Oct. 16 through Sunday, Oct. 18. We’re planning a wonder-
ful weekend, with lots of activities and plenty of time to share memories, relive those 
great times at Horizons, and catch up with camp friends and staff. The Fall Reunion 
also is a wonderful time to enjoy the spectacular fall colors of the Shenandoah Valley 
and participate in some of great camp activities.

Join us for pumpkin carving, wagon rides, high ropes, hiking, horseback riding, 
the Polar Bear Plunge (only for the bravest of our Horizons family!), campfires with 
s’mores, a Halloween Extravaganza, stories and skits and other camp favorites.

The per-person cost for the weekend is $130, which includes meals, lodging and all 
activities (bring your own sleeping bags, pillows and towels). We’re also offering an 
optional shuttle service from Fair Oaks Mall for $70 round trip.

For more information or to register for our Fall Reunion, please visit our web site, 
www.CampHorizonsVa.com. Hope to see you there!

Great friends, awesome fun!
Summer 2009

Camp Horizons’ 27th season was a 
fantastic one – filled with great activities, 
new options and an enthusiastic group of 
diverse, high energy campers. Our 608 
campers, including 334 girls and 274 
boys, definitely brought an international 
perspective to camp. They came from 14 
different countries – Austria, Bahrain, 
Columbia, Germany, Spain, France, 
the United Kingdom, Italy, Kenya, the 
Netherlands, the Philippines, the United 
States, Vietnam and Venezuela – and 12 
different states. Campers from the United 
States came from Maryland, Virginia, 
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, North Carolina, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, as well as from 
Washington, D.C.

Campers enjoyed our new Wet Willy 
Water Slide, and, for the first time, Explorer 
campers could add optional afternoon 
trail rides and river canoe trips. Our 27th 
season also featured the first-ever weeklong 
Horizons Equestrian Camp at the beginning 

climbing wall and mountain biking 
before venturing off camp for the 

overnight canoe and backpack trips. They 
then headed to West Virginia for whitewater 
rafting on the New River and the spectacular 
Via Ferrata rock climbing challenge course 
at Nelson Rocks. Based on camper feedback, 
we’ve decided to expand the Adventure pro-
gram to eight one-week sessions throughout 
the summer. See Page 16 for more informa-
tion about our Adventure Camp 2010.

In addition to the great feedback we got 
from campers concerning our Adventure pro-
gram, we also got a lot of suggestions about 
how to improve camp from our Camper 
Council. The Camper Council is made up of 
returning campers selected to represent each 
village. 

Also thanks to our long-term campers 
Rekaz Abulhamayel, Stephen Bauer, Mia and 
Chloe Berry, Laura Bissett, and Noah and 
Alex Gauamis, who attended three or more 
sessions.



Camp Horizons 
Circle, an alumni group that was 

created to acknowledge and reward the ongoing 
commitment of staff members to Camp Horizons and its beliefs, 

philosophies and programs, welcomes seven 2009 inductees. Our newest 
Camp Horizons Circle members are David Beaumont, Jake Bogdonoff, Chris 

Coventry, Ralph Demeger, Graham Hollingdale, Cayley Howard and Bill Wides. 
Circle specifically recognizes staff members’ long-term commitment to Camp 

Horizons and to the campers and fellow staff members who are here each session. CH 
Circle represents the circle of life, friendship and loyalty that is created and sustained 

here at camp. Just as we have closing circle after activities or an evening circle to 
end the day, CH Circle symbolizes our concept of “We are many, we are one.”

 To be eligible, staff members must successfully complete three full 
summers at camp or an equivalent combination of summers 

and seasonal work.

  H
orizons Circle welcomes 2009 inductees  

Our talented 2009 summer staff!The 
Directors'
Corner

The leaves on the 
trees here are show-
ing the first bit of fall 
color – a reminder that 
summer 2009 has faded 
away. But the memo-
ries of our great summer here will keep 
us all smiling well into the cold seasons 
ahead.

Even though summer is over, 
we've already started planning for 
Summer 2010. A new activity option 
will be Beginner Golf here at camp to 
introduce campers to the game. Both 
Journey and Explorer campers can still 
choose the optional golf lessons, which 
will take place at nearby Packsaddle 
Ridge Golf Club.

We're also offering weekend excur-
sions to Washington, D.C. This option 
is open to all our campers, but is 
designed especially for our international 
campers. The two-day trip, featuring 
sightseeing, museums, shopping and 
more, includes overnight accommoda-
tions, transportation, meals and admis-
sion. 

We’re also updating all the bunk 
beds to new metal ones with full-sized 
twin mattresses. This proactive move 
is designed to ensure campers’ comfort 
and make it much easier to discourage 
unwanted guests in our cabins – namely 
bed bugs. These tiny pests are making 
a comeback throughout Virginia, often 
transported from other areas in the lug-
gage of unsuspecting travelers. Some 
of the most prestigious hotels in the 
Charlottesville area of Virginia have 
reported problems, so we are taking 
the initiative to eliminate the problem 
before it gets firmly established.

We hope to see many of you back 
here at Camp for our Fall Reunion Oct. 
16-18.  

Have a wonderful fall and stop by 
for a visit if you’re in the area. 

John Hall
“Life is for Living”

Page 2

was a huge success. In addition to Camp 
Executive Director John Hall and Director 
of Administration Kim Betts, support staff 
included Lori Ostrem and Steve Martin, 
program directors; Anna Buchanan, 
equestrian director/activities coordinator; 
head counselors Cayley Howard, Ralph 
Demeger, Carolyn Harvey and Chris 
Coventry; Alex Bellisle, aquatics lead; 
Graham Hollingdale, sports lead; Bill 

Wides, outdoor lead; Kaylie 
Metcalfe, visual arts lead; 

Devin Hall, performing 
arts lead; and Bruce 
Rosenwasser, nature 
lead.

The success of our great summer is 
due in large part to the talents, energy 
and enthusiasm of our fun-loving group 
of counselors and support staff. This 
year we had 60 staff members from 11 
different countries – The United States. 
Hungary, South Africa, Wales, England, 
Northern Ireland, Argentina, South Korea, 
Mexico, Ukraine and New Zealand. Our 
American staff represented nine different 
states – Virginia, Maryland, North Dakota, 
Texas, Hawaii, New York, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey – and 
Washington, D.C. Thirty-one members 
of our summer staff were returning staff 
members and 15 were former Camp 
Horizons campers.

We’d like to especially 
thank our directors and 
activity leads whose 
leadership, organi-
zation, expertise, 
and love of camp 
ensured that our 
27th season of 
summer fun 



Awards recognize outstanding Horizons staff

Behind-the-scenes staff keep camp running smoothly

Six awards were given out to deserving staff members at our end-of-the-summer 
banquet. The staff nominated individuals who went beyond the norm in their

counseling duties for each of these awards. 

Shelley Davis Award

Leadership Award
This award recognizes staff members 
who worked tirelessly this summer, often 
behind the scenes, and did not always get 
the recognition they deserved.

This award, created in memory of coun-
selor Shelley Davis, who worked here 
from 1998-2000, and passed away in 
2004, recognizes staff members who 
exemplify Shelley's spirit, enthusiasm, 
energy and love of camp.

This award recognizes up-and-coming 
leaders who have demonstrated leadership 
throughout the summer.

Roy Macias & Yoon Jin Kang

Alice Pollard & Chris Jett

Caroline Hardaker & Marshall Tuck

While our counselors and program 
directors were perhaps the most visible 
of our camp staff, many folks worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to make sure 
that camp ran smoothly. Our thanks to 
you all for the great support you pro-
vided to ensure the success of Summer 
2009.

Our talented dining services crew, 

headed by Food Service Director Steve 
Herrmann, included Jon Meador, Diane 
Tinnell, Ingrid Maki, Laura Hiatt, 
Brad Branner, Elizabeth Hogan, Josh 
Howdyshell, Sarah Popkins, John Paul, 
Lydia and Emily Selwood and Jennifer 
Shomo.

Facilities staff included Brent Yoder, 
facilities director; Kenny Betts, facili-

ties manager; Tom McNeilus, Denise 
Hisey and Tina Simmons, drivers; Tom 
Hall, driver and special projects; Connie 
Flick and Doris Kent, housekeeping; 
Jose Garcia, Jesus Cardozo and Charlie 
Cubbage, grounds; Carl Davis, Leslie 
Michael and Daniel Hisey, maintenance; 
and Bill Blessing, woodworking.

Keep up with all the latest Horizons news!
Want to know what's going on at Camp Horizons all year long? Visit our web site regularly for the latest news, upcoming 

events and photos, and check out our FaceBook page to keep up with your Camp Horizons friends and staff!

www.CampHorizonsVa.com
For programming possibilities for your group or organization, or special family events, check out what the Outdoor Learning 

Center at Horizons has to offer.
www.HorizonsOutdoorLearningCenter.com

Planning a business meeting or organizational retreat? Consider Mountain Valley Meeting and Retreat Center adjacent to 
Camp Horizons or our newest facility, Horizons at Valley Pike, conveniently located off U.S. 11 north of Harrisonburg. Both 
facilties offer meeting space, complete food service, overnight accommodations and a beautiful, tranquil setting. Consulting 
services and programming options are available.

www.MountainValleyVa.com • www.HorizonsValleyPike.com
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Unsung Hero Award
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Water fun, Camp Horizons style, keeps 
the heat at bay on

 warm summer days
Sports at Horizons

 means non-stop action,
 plenty of options

 and lots of fun
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Sports at Horizons
 means non-stop action,

 plenty of options
 and lots of fun
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Fishing, biking, hiking, nature, high ropes, 
low ropes, climbing wall 
and so much more . . . 
the great outdoors at 
Horizons!
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Want to try something new? 
Optional activities gave new meaning to

expanding your horizons!
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Weekends at Horizons . . . a time to kick back and do nothing? No Way! Weekends were filled with 
the Renaissance Faire, Horizons Games and plenty of fast-paced fun for the whole camp!
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Weekends at Horizons . . . a time to kick back and do nothing? No Way! Weekends were filled with 
the Renaissance Faire, Horizons Games and plenty of fast-paced fun for the whole camp!
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Who's got talent? Horizons campers and staff! 
Music, dance, drama, 

photography, movie-making
 and much more! 
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When the 
sun sinks 
low, the 
camp 
gears up
with the zany fun of Evening Activities
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Pushing the limits, boosting your confidence, 
enjoying the best of the great 
outdoors . . . 
Horizons Adventure! 
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Mix enthusiastic girls, great horses and a
week packed full of equestrian activites,
and what do you get?
Horizons Equestrian
 Camp!
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Thanks to our great returning campers!
To our growing family of return-

ing campers, thanks for making Camp 
Horizons your summertime home!

2 years

4 years

6 years

7 years

8+ years

Rekaz Abulhamayel, Sarah Ahart, 
William Altschul,  Nicole Anderson, Sean 
Anderson, Julia Baek, Maxwell Bannister, 
Claire Barnes, Jordan Barnes, Avery Bass, 
Adam Benmhend, Sophia Benmhend,
Scott Bertaut, Matt Biller, Gabriella 
Billett, Brian Blaine, Carly Blaine, 
Rebecca Boden, Joshua Boles, Hannah 
Bunting, Julia Burks, Owen Caverly, 
Kaylon Chladek, Erin Christoph, Eliza 
Clein, John Coates, Adrian Contag, 
Hayley Cooper, Peighton Cornetto-
Macintosh, Tessa Coy, Vivian Crum, Liam 
Cullinane, Meral Culver, Aaron de Lisser-
Ellen, Vincent Ducasse, Lillian Emley, 
Alexandra Epstein, Julia Ernst, Kyle 
Falicov, Maya Falicov, Nikita Fillacier, 
Zoe Fillacier, Ashley Fisher, Bret Folger, 
Colleen Fowkes, Reece Fratus, Tim 
French, Cecilia Garner, Mukiri Gilruth, 
Emily Golden, Ryan Graves, Matthew 
Griffith, Carrie Gudenkauf, Sebastian 
Habich, Jake Hall, Jared Hall, David 
Hallem, Jake Hallem, Sidney Hallem, 
Claire Harkins, Kevin Harkins, Cheyenne 
Harsell, Penny Harte, Alexander 
Heimberg, Calvin Heimberg, Marshall 
Helmick, Sean Helmick, Sam Hutchinson, 
Elana Hutner, Derek Jacobs, Jovanny 
Jadacki, Amanda Jaffray, Roxane Jaffray, 
Madeleine James, Maria James, Michelle 
Jocz, Mara Johnson, Corentine Jouanjean, 

Sophie Juola, Maya Keely, Liana Keesing, 
Bridget Kelley, Eleanor King, Louis 
Krahn, Noelle Krahn, Max Krauthamer, 
Nicholas Krauthamer, Alexander 
Krikorian, Paul Kristen, Graham Liggan, 
Sasha Marchiori, Palmer Marsh, Bradley 
Martin, Josephine Martin, Evan Mata, 
Jack Matechak, Conn Mehigan, Andrew 
Miller, Elizabeth Miller, Elvis Miller; 
James Miller; Mackenzie Miller; Matthew 
Miller; Gabrielle Moerman; Matthew 
Newland; Christopher Nguyen-Mason; 
Joe Novosel; Diya Nuxoll; Katherine 
Olson; Honora Overby; Oliver Panlibuton; 
Kelsey Parker, Trevor Parker, Lauren 
Pascua, KatiePetway, Aidan Piccioni, 
Dylan Piccioni, Dana Poon, Nick Rega, 
Eric Reilly, Alec Reutter, Connor Riggs, 
John Robinson, Callan Rogers, Carson 
Rogers, Matthew Rondon, Leslie Rondon, 
Jake Roth, Sarah Rothstein, Emily 
Rothstein, Kim Rubish, Faye Russell, 
Thomas Russell, Preet Saund, William 
Schaefermeier, Joseph Schanuel, Katie 
Schmidtmann, Peter Sheriff, Joshua 
Shortall, Jerod Singer, Sree Sinha, Olivia 
Sisson, Garrett Smith, Gabriela Spalla, 
Breanna Spangler, Valerie Spiegelthal, 
Stephanie Sternberg, Emily Stevens, 
Olivia Stevens, Karlin Stuckey, Alex 
Syrovatka, Zach Syrovatka, Abigail 
Thomas, Michael Thomas, Jimmy 
Thomas, Eliza Tobin, Devin Torry, Paige 
Torry, Connor Turque-Henneberger, 
Cosits Waltz, Annie Washa, Emma Washa, 
Jessi Washington, Sam Washington, Ben 
Watkins, Dana Watkiss, David Watkiss, 

Madeline Wodaski and Nikki Yeman.

Matt Baer, Stephen Bauer, Moriah 
Bazlamit, Katya Boner,Jackie Bonfiglio, 
Christian Bonnaire, Holly Booker, Joshua 
Brandman, Matthew Dearborn, Micah 
English,Abigail Fine, Isabel Gross, Alex 
Haight, Mac Haight, Scott Hendrickson, 
Julie Hunter, Anna Jorgensen, Chris 
Kalivretenos, Lisa Kolgan, Caleb 
Kushner, Claire Lorenzetti, Mario 
Lovewell, Joshua McGhee, Sam Palca, 
Emily Parr, Amanda Powell, Emily 
Powell, Casey Rodriguez, Nate Rudman, 
Nick Rudman, Joshua Schiffres, Julia 
Scott, Lauren Sivac, William Sivac, Callie 
Smith, Margaux Spiegelthal, Charlie 
Spitzer, Quin Tamburo, Nadia Terry, 
Renee Wah and Jack Watson.

Clio Angle-Davis, Andie Arnold, Andy 
Bogorad, Marlowe Brand, Morgan 
Brock, Will Brown, Marshall Edmunds, 
McKenna Fisher, Logan Fraley, Joe 
Haynes, Katya Maslova and Matt Porter.

Katie Atkinson, Brian Bixby, Chase Lacy, 
Sam Porter, Lizz Spicknall, Joseph Topel, 
Erin Walsh and Heather Worling.

Kara Grosbach, Maria Infante, Natalie 
Reneau and Isabel Vera.
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weeks at the end of the summer working 
with eight Job Corps students to restore 
the historic Longs Chapel near Camp 
Horizons. Gustavo and Jeremy served as 
work supervisors for the students, who 
are all from Job Corps centers operated 
by Horizons Youth Services. They, along 
with Ethan Zook (2009), accompanied 
the students to Washington, D.C., for a 
Washington Redskins game and sightsee-
ing. Longs Chapel served as a spiritual 
and educational center for the community 
of Zenda, which was formed by former 
slaves following the Civil War. The chapel 
restoration efforts are being spearheaded 
by the Longs Chapel Preservation Society.

Fall staff for the Outdoor Learning 
Center at Horizons include Ethan Zook 
(2009), Bill Wides (2007-2009), Anna 
Buchanan (2008-2009), Gustavo Calvi 
(2008-2009), David Beaumont (2007-
2009), Sabrina Stephens (2008-2009), 
Devin Hall (2009-2009) and Anne 
Frazier Elliott (2009).

unfortunately, was cancelled due to the 
swine flu epidemic in China.

Caitlen Nelis (2002) has been work-
ing with non-profits since graduating in 
2005 and is working on a career in event 
planning.

Dana 
(Miller) Welti 
(2001-2003), 
husband Andrew 
and big brother 
Ian welcomed 
Anna Sophia 
on July 14 in 
Virginia. 

Jenny 
Nichols (2007) 
welcomed baby 
Noah on Aug. 
24 in Virginia. 
Noah’s uncle 
is Daniel 
Hisey (2008-
2009), and his 
grandmother is 

Margie Hisey, public relations specialist 
for Camp Horizons. 

Carl Simpkins (2005-2008) and 
Laura Maxfield (2005, 2007-2008) 
are engaged. Laura is working with the 
Student Conservation Association with the 
park service at the Grand Canyon. She has 
been doing a lot of vegetation work, and 
working with school groups who visit the 
canyon. Carl is a student at West Virginia 
University Institute of Technology. 

Joyce Metzler (2007-2008) is 
engaged to Chris Buchanan. She lives in 
Fredericksburg, Va.

Gustavo Calvi (2008-2009) and 
Jeremy McCrary (2009) spent two 

Mary Ann (Drayse) Hankla (1984) 
was thrilled to re-discover Horizons 
recently. After camp she finished gradu-
ate school at the University of Virginia, 
married, had two children, and now is an 
English teacher in Virginia. She writes, 
“I tell friends that my experience at camp 
was one of the best summers of my life!”

Jayne (Deichert) Boyer (1984-1985) 
visited Horizons with her son, Annemiek 
Hermarij Boers (1984, Artist in 
Residence 2003 & 2004) and Annemiek's 
daughter this summer. Jayne writes, 
“Camp is beautiful and it was wonderful 
to visit with John and talk about the last 
26 years! Are we really that old? The cur-
rent staff wasn’t even born then!”

Anne (Nee) Chai Dick (1988) and 
husband, Aaron, live in Houston where 
she runs an event planning business. She 
graduated from the University of Texas at 
Austin. Some of Ann’s favorite memories 
include the Mountain Top Hike, BBQ 
chicken dinners with hand-cranked ice 
cream, and Alan Brown’s (1988) music. 

Christine (Stieren) Jepsen (1997-
1998) writes, “Being a counselor at 
Horizons were the most memorable sum-
mers I had during my college years!”

Emilie Winterhoff Lombard (1994, 
1995, 1998, 2000) welcomed baby Ella on 
July 1.

Mike Bell (2002) and Gloria Swanson 
were married in Arizona in August.

Nicole Millar (2002) is at university 
majoring in sports and nutrition. She 
recently competed in the Miss World New 
Zealand pageant (top 8) and was asked 
to represent New Zealand in China at the 
Miss Leisure World Competition, which, 

Alumni News, Views and Happenings
1984

2008

2007

2009

2002

2000

1998

1988

1985

OLC Staff

Help us keep in
 touch with our

growing CH family
We love to hear from our ever-growing 
Camp Horizons family, so keep in touch. 
Let us know what's happening in your life 
and who of your Camp Horizons friends 
you keep in touch with. Stop by for a visit, 
drop us a line or e-mail us to update your 
address, send information or share any 
alumni news. Please send news and photos 
to Alumni@HorizonsVA.com. Also visit 
our Alumni Page on our web site to see if 
you have contact information for any of 
the staff listed there.

2003

Gustavo Calvi and Jeremy McCrary, at left, 
share a laugh with Longs Chapel volunteers.
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will give campers the best of both Virginia 
and West Virginia.

Adventure campers will use the 
Adventure Village above main camp as 
their base camp, and will start the week 

with the team-building 
low ropes initiatives, 
the confidence-build-
ing high ropes course 
and climbing wall, and 
mountain biking before 
venturing off camp for 
SCUBA, rock climb-
ing and caving. West 
Virginia activities will 
include the spectacu-
lar Via Ferrata Rock 
Climbing Challenge 
at Nelson Rocks and 
world-renown white-
water rafting on the 

We’re expanding our Horizons 
Adventure program for 2010 to offer teen 
campers, ages 14-17, more choices and 
more fun. Adventure will run throughout 
the summer for one-week sessions, and 

majestic New River. Horizons provides all 
equpiment and transportation to and from 
activities.

Campers don’t need to have experi-
ence in any of these activities – just the 
desire to get out there, try new things 
and have fun. Horizons Adventure Camp 
offers a small group setting that’s huge 
on respect, support, encouragement 
and shared accomplishment. Horizons’ 
Challenge by Choice philosophy, the 
cornerstone of the program, allows each 
camper to set individual goals and feel 
pride in his or her accomplishments, 
regardless of experience or skill level.

Many of the changes to the Adventure 
program are a direct result of feedback 
from Explorer campers this summer. 
Thanks to all our campers who participat-
ed in these focus groups for your observa-
tions and great suggestions.

Farewell Summer 2009

Thanks for the great memories . . . See you in 2010!       

Horizons Adventure program expanded for 2010


