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Sibling Discount Still Available!  Make Camp Horizons a family affair and get $50 off 
each tuition for two or more siblings attending camp.
Alumni Discount! Alumni, thinking of sending your child to camp? Call our office for 
information about our special Alumni Discount.

News
 Flash!

Camp is ready and waiting for our 2010 campers!

The Wet Willy Waterslide is in place, 
the zipline is ready to go, and canoes, pad-
dles and lifejackets sit at the edge of Lake 
Philippa. The arts and crafts cabin is stocked 
with supplies for the summer, and moun-
tain bike and horseback trails are cleared. 
Soon summer staff will converge on Camp 
Horizons from across the nation and around 
the world for a week of staff training. Then, 
let the summer begin! We can’t wait to greet 
our campers!

We’ve just put the finishing touches on 
restrooms with flush toilets and hot water at 
the horse stables. Goodbye portable toilets! 
Horseback also is excited to introduce a new 
four-legged staff member – a beautiful bay 
pony named Charlie Brown – and we expect 
to add another big horse to our herd in the 
next week or two. 

We also have a wonderful new ball field 
with its own concession stand and announc-
er’s booth – just waiting for those friendly 
summer games of baseball, softball and kick-
ball.

This year, both Journey and Explorer 

campers will be eating at 
the Main Dining Hall. We’ll 
be offering two seatings for 
each meal, which means 
Explorers get to sleep in 
a bit each morning! The 
new arrangement will cut 
down on the vehicle travel 
through camp (in the past 
we trucked meals up to the 
Explorer Dining Hall), and 
make meals more centrally 
located to camp’s many 
different activities. We’ll 
be using the Explorer 
Dining Hall for additional 

indoor program space.
This year, Camp Horizons also is posting 

the nutritional information for all its meals to 
help campers become more aware of nutri-
tion, healthy eating and wise food choices. 
Additionally, the nutritional information will 
be posted on the Camp Horizons website so 
parents can see what their kids are eating at 
camp. 

One of the great 
things about coming 
to camp is that both 
campers and staff can 
leave the hectic pace 
of the school year 
behind and have a 
much needed break 
from e-mail, instant 
messaging, cell 
phones, web surfing, 
computer games and 
other technology that 
shapes our day-to-day 
lives. In their place, 

All the preparations have been completed at Lake Philippa to 
welcome campers to summer 2010!

The announcer's stand at the new ball field sports a fantastic view
of the Massanutten Mountain.

camp offers kids the chance to be outdoors, 
make new friends, enjoy new activities and 
grow in independence and self-confidence.

So, please leave all electronic games, 

radios, CDs and DVD players, iPods, lap-
top computers and cell phones at home. 
However, feel free to bring your camera to 
get lots of great photos of your fun times at 
Camp Horizons. Also, bring your energy, 
enthusiasm, ideas and desire to meet new 
people and have a fantastic summer camp 
experience!

Bathroom facilities with running water and flush 
toilets near completion at the horse barn.



The 
Directors'
Corner

2010 staff
gears for a super summer!
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We’ve been work-
ing hard here at Camp 
Horizons, preparing our 
facility for the start of 
summer. All that's miss-
ing now are our camp-
ers! Staff training will 
be in just two weeks, 
and then we  launch our 
28th season of summer 
fun. We are so excited 
about what is in store 
for this summer at Camp 
Horizons! We have put 
together a great staff and 
have some neat new pro-
grams and ideas – especially in the area 
of “going green.” Check out our "green" 
article on Page 3.

We had a great planning meeting 
in March and connected with all of 
our leadership staff members around 
the world through the wonders of the 
Internet and Skype. We have a super 
team with several new faces and fresh 
ideas, and we are looking forward to 
having a great summer.

As you pack for camp, here are a 
few things to remember:

• Bring an outfit for the dance. 
Journey campers should bring a 
Disney-related costume or outfit and 
Explorers should bring a (camp appro-
priate) Halloween costume.

• Please label all items. This helps 
us quickly return any Lost & Found 
items to the owners.

• Bring a laundry bag for dirty 
clothes and a reusable water bottle.

We’re counting down the days 
until we can say “Welcome to Camp” 
to our new campers and “Welcome 
Home” to our returning campers.

Lori Ostrem
Summer Program Director

Rayce Williams
Journey Program Director

Chris Coventry
 Explorer Program Director

David Snowdon, Essex, England.
SECOND YEAR: Mike Bishop, 

Kent, England; Grace Corapi, Leesburg, 
Va.; Giulian Garruba, Silver Spring, 
Md.; Jessi Gower, Alexandria, Va.; 
Claire Grove, Preston, England; Liz 
Heilbronner, Charlottesville, Va.; Chris 
Jett, Fredericksburg, Va.; Lucy Mathews, 
Kent, England; Kaylie Metcalfe, Durham, 
England; Josh Mitri, Harrisonburg, Va.; 
Jenny Nagy, Burke, Va.; Jenny Walker, 
Belfast, Northern Ireland.

FIRST YEAR: Paulina Bryla, 
Gornicza, Poland; Olivia Clarke, Dublin, 
Ireland; Missy Devening, Lynchburg, 
Va.; Cameron Eaton, Henderson, N.C.; 
Beth Glicker, Venna, Va.; Marianne 
Hawes, Winchester, England; Amanda 
Heaton, Newport News, Va.; Esme 
Hinton, Hartlefield, England; Ali 
Holmes, Hassocks, England; Coles Ide, 
Springfield, Va.; Stacey Kavanaugh, 
Hamilton, New Zealand; Alice Latham, 
London, England; Meghan Mahoney, 
Huntersville, N.C.; Karen Manning, Yorba 
Linda, Calif.; Caroline Massie, Amissville, 
Va.; Chris Mathews, Centreville, Va.; 
Hamish McKenzie, Tauranga, New 
Zealand; Olivia Merrion, Arlington, Va.; 
Emily Middleton, Blackwater, England; 
Tom Morris, Hornchurch, England; 
Nadia Natt, Hopewell, Va.; Tyler Richter, 
Fairfax, Va.; Francicso Torres Caicedo, 
Bogota, Columbia; Shannon Wade, 
Meadville, Pa.; Adam Whitehall, Leeds, 
England; Jessica Williams, Roanoke, Va.; 
and Rayce Williams, Newport News, Va.

Leadership campers include DJ 
Thomas, Gina Lorenzetti, Kayla Van 
Scoy, Logan Fraley, Natalie Reneau, Anna 
Gregoriou, Sam Fine, Ben McGhee, Luke 
Dahill and Xavier Knox.

Our talented, enthusiastic staff is 
gearing up for summer and can’t wait to 
welcome the first group of campers to 
the 28th season of summer fun at Camp 
Horizons. Our staff comes from eight 
different countries – the United States, 
England, Poland, Argentina, New Zealand, 
Columbia, Northern Ireland and Ireland. 
U.S. staff members represent seven differ-
ent states – Virginia, North Carolina, New 
Jersey, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, New 
York and California. Of our 50 staff mem-
bers, 23 are returning staff members, and 
22 are international staff members, bring-
ing the world to Camp Horizons!

We also welcome 10 Horizons 
Leadership Campers who will be honing 
their leadership skills, helping counselors 
stage special events, assisting with and 
eventually leading some activities and 
events – and having a great time!

Our 2010 staff, as of June 1, is:
FIFTH YEAR: Lori Ostrem, Makoti, 

N.D.
FOURTH YEAR: 

Jake Bogdonoff, 
Charlottesville, 
Va.; Chris 
Coventry, 

Liverpool, 
England; Graham 
Hollingdale, 
Kent, England; 
Bill Wides, New 
Jersey/Virginia. 

THIRD 
YEAR:

Gustavo 
Calvi, Yerbe 
Buena, 
Argentina; 
Hannah Dunn, 
York, England; 
Jonathan 
Galbraith, 
Harltepool, 
England; Devin 
Hall, Halifax, 
Va.; Kristine 
McNerney, 

Kings Park, 
N.Y.; 

We are many,
     we are one!
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Horizons Family Album: Rayce Williams     

Camp garden already yielding fresh produce
“Green” seems to be the buzzword 

these days, and increased awareness 
of humans’ impact on the environment 
is convincing many people to be more 
“earth friendly.” Camp Horizons has made 
protecting the environment, conserving 
resources and using alternative forms of 
energy cornerstones of its operating phi-
losophy. This summer, campers and staff 
will see new evidence of this commitment 
to “going green.”

Camp’s garden, located at the north 
edge of our property, is fully planted, 
sporting a new fence around its perimeter 
to discourage deer, and already provid-
ing fresh, delicious produce for groups 
visiting Horizons. This summer, the food 
service staff will use this fresh garden 
produce in its menu offerings for camp-
ers, and will give campers a chance to get 
involved in the care of the garden and the 
harvest of its bounty. 

The camp also is starting a composting 
project to turn kitchen waste into fertile 
compost for our garden. While the com-
post will be great, the educational value of 
the project will be even more valuable as 
campers and staff alike learn to consider 

their own roles in reducing waste and 
minimizing their carbon footprint. Cabin 
groups will compete every week to see 
which cabin can produce the least amount 
of food waste. While campers and staff 
will be able to enjoy all they wish at each 
meal, they will be encouraged to “take 
what you want, but eat what you take,” 
said Journey Director Rayce Williams, 
who is heading the 
composting project. 
Waste will be weighed 
after each meal and 
totaled for the week, 
with prizes going to 
the cabin group that 
produces the least 
amount of waste.

Camp Horizons 
also is generat-
ing energy from its 
wind turbine and 
solar panels atop the 
Western Village, and 
uses this energy to 
produce electricity 
to power the camp’s 
fleet of golf carts. 

Additionally, the camp has an active 
recycling program and produces its own 
biodiesel fuel to power its fleet of diesel-
engine buses and trucks.

It’s all part of our commitment to 
“going green” and helping our camp com-
munity understand the importance of pro-
tecting the environment and conserving 
valuable natural resources.

Our garden is already producing incredible early-season produce.

Rayce Williams, this summer’s 
Journey director, has camp in his blood. 
He started attending Camp Bethel in 
Fincastle, Va., as a 6-year-old, and went 
every summer after that until he was 15. 
The following year he was a Counselor in 
Training.

By the time he was a college stu-
dent, Rayce was spending his summers 
as a counselor and staff member, first 
at Camp Bethel, and then at Westview 
on the James and Camp Highroad near 
Middleburg, Va.

His love of the outdoors and com-
mitment to “trying to provide to kids the 
same experience I had as a camper” shape 
his approach to camp. He sees camp as 
far more than just a few weeks of outdoor 
fun. Rather it’s an extended community 
where kids learn important life lessons 
like leadership, acceptance of others, self-
confidence and independence. It’s a place 
where kids get to try “cool things,” and 
“somewhere that kids can call their own." 

While Rayce has worked with all age 

groups, he’s particularly excited about 
working with the younger Journey camp-
ers this summer. “I remember specifically 
being in that position (as a young camp-
er),” Rayce says, “and how important 
counselors were. To a 7-year-old, every 
camp counselor is a hero.”

Journey campers will have the oppor-
tunity to try all kinds of camp activities, 
but Rayce plans to emphasize lots of 

outdoor activities such as camping, hiking 
and water games, as well as introducing 
the young campers to Camp Horizons’ 
green initiatives, including recycling, 
composting and using energy efficiently. 

In addition to his camp experi-
ence, Rayce last year started "Children 
Reaching Communities," a non-profit 
after-school program for low-income 
kids from high-risk backgrounds in the 
Hampton, Va., area. He saw a situation – 
kids in after-school programs that didn’t 
engage or stimulate them. “I wanted 
something more productive for these kids 
than just playing video games and watch-
ing TV,” Rayce said. His program, which 
had the backing of a local after-school 
program, got kids involved in community 
volunteer projects such as visiting nurs-
ing homes, planting gardens and cleaning 
up graffiti. It's fitting that the program's 
theme of community involvement comple-
ments the Camp Horizons concept of 
community and its motto: “We are many, 
we are one!”Even though the sun is bright, work is a bit 

chilly as Rayce vacuums the pool!



Aimee (Norman) Vandemark (1996, 
2000, 2001) and husband Aaron wel-
comed baby Henry in November in North 
Carolina.

Graham Mabey (2001-2003) recently 
opened an outdoor center in England 
called For Life Experiences UK.

Cheslea Heller (2003 camper, 
2004 CIT) has a bachelor’s degree in 
Social Science and a master’s degree 
in Psychology. She lives in California 
and manages after-school enrichment 
programs at several schools. She writes, 
“Horizons was one of the best experiences 
of my life – an experience I reminisce 
about constantly. I hope to visit soon and 
sing “The Big Blue Frog” around the 
campfire!”

Congrats to Twyla Butler (2007), 

Alumni News, Views and Happenings
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who graduated from Radford University 
on May 8 with a Bachelors of Business 
Administration degree in Marketing with 
a minor in Music Performance.

Laura 
Maxfield (2005, 
2007, 2008) and 
Carl Simpkins 
(2005, 2006, 
2008) were mar-
ried on March 20 
in Harrisonburg, 
Va. Laura and 
Carl met while 
working at camp, 
and they are now living in West Virginia. 

Camp Horizons 2009 staff members 
staged a reunion and New Years celebra-
tion in London, England. Those attend-
ing included Carolyn Harvey, Chris 
Coventry, Ralph Demeger, Graham 
Hollingdale, Hannah Dunn, Devin 
Hall, Kristine McNerney, Jonathan 
Galbraith, Marshall Tuck, Lucy 

Matthews, Jenny Walker, Becky Delo, 
Liz Heilbronner, Ben Johnson and 
more!  

Horizons’ 
Director of 
Information 
Management 
Younes Haimani 
(counselor 
1995-1998) 
and wife Olivia 
welcomed baby 
Leila on April 9 
in Harrisonburg, 
Va. Leila weighed 
in at 7 pounds, 1 
ounce. 

2008

In Memoriam
We mourn the death of former staff 

member Gemma Wilkes (2003-2004) 
in England on March 26 at the age of 
26. Gemma had been training to run 
the London Marathon, a task that friend 
and former staff member Andy Payne 
(2001-2004) took on in her honor on 
April 24. Andy raised over $3,500 in a 
short amount of time to meet Gemma’s 
goal of supporting Action Against 
Hunger UK. Many former Horizons staff 
members attended the London Marathon 

as well as Gemma’s Celebration of Life 
in Bournemouth, England. We are plant-

ing a tree in 
Gemma’s 
memory in 
Starlight, 
and will 
always 
remember 
her making a 
silly face or 
a flashing a 
huge smile.

 

Charlie Cubbage, camp’s master 
lawnmow-
er, passed 
away in 
March at 
age 87. 
We will 
miss seeing 
Charlie on 
the mower 
every day 
this sum-
mer.

2009

Horizons staffers celebrate New Years.

Staff


