Spring 2019 Newsletter
Meet our director team

As the buds sprout on the trees and the days grow longer, the excitement is growing at Camp Horizons! Summer
is right around the corner and that means summer camp is too! As founder of Camp Horizons, I am excited to
take this opportunity to welcome you to our 37th Summer and introduce our senior management team!
Before this introduction, we must first thank Martin Brennan and Chesca Pritchard for their leadership for the
past four years. Martin’s enthusiasm as Camp Director was contagious; however, Martin has decided to pursue
other roles within the Horizons’ company to allow him to spend more time with his young and growing family.
Chesca’s contributions to Camp were also numerous, but she has decided to return to Oklahoma to be closer to
family. We will certainly miss Martin and Chesca at Camp but wish them well on their new endeavors.
Beginning this summer, I am excited to announce that Liz Heilbronner and Trey Smith will be our Camp Directors!
Liz and Trey have many years of experience, both here at Camp Horizons and elsewhere, and bring a deep
passion for camp, love of children, and love of the outdoors.
I am excited and looking forward to our 37th summer and know that Liz and Trey will carry on our great traditions
and look forward to either meeting you for the first time or building relationships already established. We can’t
wait to welcome you and your camper back home to Camp Horizons this summer!
We Are Many We Are One,
John Hall
Founder, Owner, and Chief Dreamer
Liz brings a unique perspective to her new role as Director. Liz first attended
Camp Horizons when she was seven years old. As with some of our campers,
Liz began her Camp Horizons experience severely missing home (she will
happily retell the story). Liz ended up enjoying camp so much she returned for
the next nine years and ended her Camp Horizons “camper” experience as
a rising senior while attending Leadership Camp. Liz then worked numerous
summers in various positions including counselor, activity lead, and head
counselor while attending the University of Virginia to earn her master’s
degree in Counselor Education. She began her post graduate career working
in schools, but soon realized she wanted to apply her collegiate degree to the
one area she loved most; Camp, and specifically Camp Horizons. In 2016, Liz
joined the Horizons team as the Director of Programs overseeing the Discover/
Journey/Explorer Camp and cabin life programming. Liz is excited to continue
her work at Horizons and create meaningful experiences for all campers.
Trey grew up attending summer camps all over Virginia and developed a love
of outdoor education. He earned his degree from James Madison University
in Organizational Communication and Environmental Studies and began
his career managing a small kayaking and eco-tourism outfit. In 2013, Trey
joined the Horizons family with our Outdoor Learning Center program as
an instructor. After a few years with Horizons and a six-month excursion to
New Zealand, Trey returned to Camp Horizons in 2016 as the Director of the
Outdoor Learning Center managing our Fall and Spring youth programs and
events, and as Associate Director of Camp Horizons, coordinating our behind
the scenes operations. Trey is excited to bring his experience to his new role
as a Director for Camp Horizons and is looking forward to being a part of
another amazing summer at Horizons.

Before Camp Checklist
For Camp Horizons
For Parents
Fill out all the forms in your Parent Dashboard

Remove pool cover

Review the Packing List and get any last
minute necessities, including medicine
containers

Prepare Horizons Games themes

Add money to your camper’s Swap Shop
account

Order Big Boppers in bulk for Swap Shop

Plan a fun adults-only vacation!

Head to the farm and feed the alpacas

Vocal warm ups for “We Are Many, We Are One”

Follow Camp Horizons on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter

New at Camp for 2019
Morning Activity:

Drones

4th period activities:
Maker Space

Drones class is now offered during both weeks of a
2-week session! Journey and Explorer campers learn basic
coding and show off their skills in home made obstacle
courses. This expanded offering hopes to see even more
campers through the program!

If you find some of our other classes too structured,
the Maker Space might be for you! In this 4th period
class you will get to create whatever comes to mind!
We will have piles of cardboard, paint, Legos, string,
and lots of other craft supplies for you to use. Maybe
you want to build a fort, turn yourself in to a T-rex, or
build a giant Lego tower. Maker Space is the time to
let your imagination lead the way.

Book Club

Do you love reading or discussing books with others?
During this 4th period class you can choose to spend
time reading one of the books you brought with you,
borrow one from the Horizons Library, or talk with
others about your favorite characters and books.

NEW gear &
designs co
ming
to Swap Sh
op
in 2019!

Specialty Camps

Equestrian Camp

We are excited to welcome all our equestrian campers this summer. For the first summer ever, we have not
only met our enrollment goal, but surpassed it and Equestrian Camp is full for 2019! There are still horseback
lessons, trailrides, and horsecare classes availble for campers in Discover, Journey, and Explorer programs.
Myself, Rosie, and all of the equestrian staff are thrilled to be spending the summer sharing our passion of all
things horses with each camper. We have new equine friends for everyone to get acquainted with, and familiar
faces to see as well. Seeing our campers refine their skills in each dynamic riding lesson, then getting to
demonstrate new talents in the horse show is something we look forward to each and every year! The laidback
trail rides, entertaining pony games, and horse care classes, are an enjoyable way for kids, counselors, and
horses alike to interact with each other. Who is ready to get back in the saddle at camp!?
-Jenny Nichols, Equestrian Camp Director

Leadership Camp
Summer 2019 is going to be the best one yet! We can’t
wait to welcome back so many of our rising seniors as
Leadership Campers (LCs) this summer!
Heading up Leadership Camp this summer will be
Carson and Cassie. This will be Carson’s third summer at
Horizons and his second summer as a Leadership Camp
Coordinator. Cassie will be coming back to Horizons for
her third year on staff and first summer as a Leadership
Camp Coordinator. Both Carson and Cassie are ready for
all the fun, mentoring, and off-site trips they get to lead!
The four weeks the LCs are here are going to be packed
with lessons on leadership, leading classes for younger
campers, and helping with cabin life. When the LCs are
not spending time assisting with classes and helping in
cabins of younger campers, they will be heading off site for
a few bonding trips. During time off-site, LCs will be going
on a three-day, two-night backpacking trip, spending a
day volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, and canoeing
down the Shenandoah River!
We can’t wait to see what departments all the LCs choose
to specialize in, experience some new evening programs,
and watch them lead one of our mid-session campfires!
But don’t worry, between all the leadership lessons and
hard work there will still be plenty of time for late night
pool swims, impromptu dance parties, and hopefully lots
of extra ice-cream!
Leadership Campers, we hope you are ready for the best
four weeks ever!
-Harriet Flynn, Leadership Camp Director

camp up with people
While you are hopefully enjoying a beautiful spring season,
we at Camp Up with People are in full swing preparing for
another high energy, fun-filled summer.
Last summer we had young people from around the world
come together using the arts as tools for social justice.
The performing arts gave them permission to learn about
themselves and each other, to do more than tolerate
differences, but to celebrate them unapologetically. The
arts also opened doors for our campers to participate
in service learning projects that introduced them to the
concept of being the change they want to see in the world.
In addition to the performing arts being the catalyst
for much of our summer, our campers also created a
wonderful global community during our 3 weeks together.
Through horseback riding, zip lining, mountain climbing,
high ropes, low ropes, and regional learning excursions
from Charlottesville Va to Washington D.C., we had tons of
fun, and created friendships forever!
This coming summer is already shaping up to be equally
as explosive and quite international as well. We already
have delegates from Belgium, Switzerland, France,
Czech Republic, China, the USA, and our first camper
from Alaska! We are looking forward to summer 2019 for
obvious reasons. If we had enough bunk beds we would
invite everyone, because we all need a little dose of Camp
Up with People in our daily lives. We will be sure to share
all the highlights with you, unless you are planning to join
one of our talented casts this summer!!
-Walter Beltcher, Camp Up with People Director

Staff Highlight: “Why I come back...”
Hi there! My name is Megan and I can’t wait to come
back to camp for my 12th summer overall, and my
first as Visual Arts Lead! I’m a true lifer, starting
camp as a Discover Camper and never wanting to
spend my summer any other way then having fun
under the sun, making friends, and eating s’mores
around the campfire! Growing up as a military kid, I
moved around a lot. I call camp my real home because it has always been my happy place to come
back to. I can’t wait to get home and get crafting!

Hi, I am Tevin! I was born in Saint Mary, Jamaica
and grew up in south Florida. This is my 4th season
working as a Horizons Outdoor Learning Center
instructor and my 3rd year at Camp Horizons.
This summer I will work with maintenance. My first
time at camp turned into one of the best summers
of my life, and I grew so much! I keep coming back
to camp because it’s a safe place to be who you are,
and the people you’ll meet here will accept you and
never treat you differently.

Kia ora tatou, I’m Josef and I cannot wait for my 3rd
summer at Camp Horizons as Head Counselor for
Sunrise Village. Camp truly is a place like no other,
where you can let all your weird hang out with the
best of friends. You can meet people, know them
for three months, and feel like it’s your whole life. It
really does become your home in a way that nowhere
else is, and I’m super excited to be home again!

Hello! I’m Aubrey and this will be my 3rd summer
at Camp Horizons! This year I will be the Sports
Activity lead and I am so excited for what summer
has to bring. I continue to come back because camp
is a place where you can be yourself 100% of the
time and a place where you form unbreakable bonds
with staff and campers from all over the world. Camp
will forever be my home away from home!

