2020 Spring Newsletter
A Word from Our Team
It’s beginning to look a lot like summer at Horizons, and we are really looking forward to getting you all here for
our 38th incredible year. After all this time apart using technology to keep in touch, we know just how great it
will feel to connect with friends and recharge outside. Here at Camp, we have been working since last summer
ended to create another season full of new experiences, friendships, and lifelong memories.
Each off-season we look at our activities, facilities, programs, and procedures and make thoughtful changes
so that camp is even better than before. Some of these changes are obvious and you will notice them as soon
as you get settled in. New swap shop items, class offerings, upgrades to the nature center and the garden,
and freshly painted cabins are just some of the big things you will notice. This newsletter does a great job of
highlighting all those and we hope you enjoy reading about them.
Other changes at camp will be less noticeable and/or take place behind the scenes in the heart of our policies
and procedures. We have done a lot to prepare for this summer to ensure that camp is ready for you and your
family. However, in an effort to focus our attention on the fun aspects of camp, the content of this Spring
Newsletter does not address the topic of the current global situation. If you have any questions about how we
are addressing that very topic, please see our website for an update from our leadership team on the subject.
We are also available Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5pm EST to answer all your questions.
We know that this summer is going to look different. Our world looks different. We also know that this summer
will be an incredible opportunity to reconnect with each other and create a meaningful experience for all our
campers, families, and staff. We love the magic of camp. We love the way it brings people together, and we love
that you trust us summer after summer to make it all happen. We wish you and your family a wonderful and
healthy spring, and hope you enjoy reading the Spring Newsletter!
We Are Many, We Are One
John, Liz, Trey, & The Camp Horizons Team

Specialty Camps: Equestrian
It’s almost time to saddle up for an awesome summer of Equestrian Camp! We are ecstatic to welcome 47
(so far!) horse-loving kids of all ages to our program! Myself and the rest of the equestrian team can’t wait to
see each camper improve in their lessons as they get into their “challenge zone”.
We also have 4 new equestrian counselors who are anticipating the energetic lessons, relaxing trail rides, and
creative pony-painting-parties! We always look forward to the liveliness and passion for horses each equestrian
counselor brings to us each summer.
I can’t wait to MC the end of session horse show and see our campers show their family and friends what they
have learned during their session!
Whether it is your first time at Equestrian Camp or your 6th, you are sure to learn something new and make
some new friends, both 2 and 4 legged!
-Jenny Nichols, Equestrian Camp Director

Specialty Camps: Leadership
Heading up Leadership Camp is Carson and Taylor. This is
Carson’s 4th summer at Horizons and his 3rd as a Leadership
Camp Coordinator. This is Taylor’s 1st summer, although
she worked an Outdoor Learning Center season and has
experience at other summer camps. We are excited to see
what Carson and Taylor bring to the table!
Over our 4 weeks we pack in leadership lessons, leading
activities, assisting in cabins and heading off-site for bonding
trips. Leadership Campers go on a 3-day/2-night backpacking
trip, spend a day volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, and
canoe down the Shenandoah River!
Between all the leadership lessons and hard work there will
still be plenty of time for late night pool swims, impromptu
dance parties, and hopefully lots of extra ice-cream!
Leadership Campers, we hope you are ready for the best four
weeks ever!
-Harriet Flynn, Leadership Camp Director

Specialty Camps: Camp Up with People
Despite the many global challenges, I am sure you have noticed many heartfelt displays of humanity. In that
heartfelt humanity is where the spirit of Camp Up with People lives!
Over the last 9 summers we’ve welcomed campers from 28 countries, coming together to use the arts as a tool
for betterment. The performing arts gave our campers permission to learn about themselves and each other.
Permision to do more than tolerate differences, but to celebrate them unapologetically! In addition to the
performing arts being the catalyst for our curriculum, campers have created a wonderful global community, an
extended family known as Camp Up with People.
We continue to plan for yet another high energy, fun-filled camp experience, celebrating our 10th anniversary
summer. Let us not forget the horseback riding, zip lining, mountain climbing, high ropes, low ropes,
campfires, s’mores, singing, dancing, swimming, and forever friendships!
If we had enough bunk beds, we would invite everyone, because we all need a little dose of Camp Up with
People in our lives!
		

-Walter Belcher, Camp Up with People Director

Can you get 5 in-a-Row?
Every camp experience is unique, but
there are some things everyone hopes
to do while at camp! Try your hand at
Camp Horizons Bingo and see how
many you can cross off. Didn’t get 5
in-a-row? Don’t worry, you can always
make more memories this summer!
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Morning Activities
Maker’s Space
We have re-vamped our
Maker’s Space section of
arts and crafts and made
it a 5 day class so you can
really get creative. It has
the materials, all it needs is
your imagination! Transform
cardboard, paint, Legos,
computer pieces and lots
of other craft supplies into
your next piece of work!
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Dungeons and Dragons
In our Camp version of
D&D you will get to create
characters, battle bad
guys, and save the day
with your party. 5 full days
of campaigning your way
through mystery, fighting,
and mystical creatures.

Outdoor Cooking
In this second week class
you will be able to enjoy
homemade Biscuits and
Jam as well as many other
treats while learning the
techniques to cooking
outside. Everything from
cooking on a stick to
building your own Dutch
oven, you will be able to
determine the type of fire
needed to cook a wide
variety of food.

Swap Shop Merch
Crew Neck
Farm Pocket Tee
Baseball Tee
Tank Top

Evening/ Weekend Programs
We are so excited to be working on some new programs for this year that campers have not
experienced in the past! Classic programs like Village Night and the Dance have evolved to be more
inclusive. Village Night will now run as Program Night, and the Dance, which used to be broken up
by program, is now an all camp dance!
On the weekends, we will be introducing a variety of new challenges and activities for Horizons
Games to create some awesome new memories! Our goal this summer is to blend the treasured
Camp traditions with a new fresh outlook keeping things interesting for Discover/Journey and
Explorer campers alike.
		

-Austin Gammons, Program Director

My name is Cece and I’m so excited to be Head of Rainbow again this summer!
This is my 5th year on staff, but 12th year overall at Horizons. I love any village
time we get and the many dance parties in Rainbow center room. During the day
you’ll find me getting involved in lots of sports and water activities! It’s so fun
to see all the cool activities the campers are up to every day. I can’t wait to see
all your smiling faces this summer!

Hi! My name is Ricardo and I’m a sports counselor here at Camp. This will
be my 2nd summer at camp and I can’t wait to be back. I love being at camp,
but the things I’m most excited about are teaching classes and getting to
know the campers and counselors. Classes give us the opportunity to really
have fun with the campers and helps them build friendships, as well as many
other great skills. I can’t wait to see you all this summer and make more great
memories!

Returning Staff Highlight
“Why I come back...”

Hi! My name is Carson and I am one of the coordinators for the Leadership
Camp program here at Horizons! I’m from Oklahoma City and this will be my 4th
summer at camp. I continue to return because camp is a unique place where I
can be myself and create lasting memories with new friends from all over the
world, and most importantly, the campers! Camp has given me a purpose, and
seeing the impact we have on campers is more than enough to keep me coming
back. Can’t wait to see you this summer!
Hi there! My name is Devin, and this is going to be my 2nd year at Camp
Horizons in the Outdoors Department. Camp is already one of my favorite
places on earth! When it’s not summer, I miss the excitement of it all- from
singing before meals to cheering everyone on in the talent show. Just writing
about camp makes me excited for June! I can’t wait for this summer. I’m so
excited to see all the returning campers and meet new ones for more great
memories! See you all soon!

