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A Letter From Our Director
Hey Camp Friends! 

I can’t believe summer is almost here. I missed seeing you all last summer and am excited to greet each 
and every one of you in just a few short months!

I know that this last year has been hard. By now, you have gotten used to wearing masks outside of your 
house, getting your temperature checked almost everywhere you go, and being hyper-aware of what could 
and couldn’t be considered risky. You’ve seen the changes that have been made to make going to school or 
the grocery store safe. Here at camp, we have made some changes too.

However, this does not mean that camp will not still be a magical and welcoming place! I know there have 
been concerns that camp will look too different or not be fun. Rest assured, we will not let that happen. This 
document is a great way to see what will, and what won’t be, different this summer. While it might look and 
feel a bit different, we know that it will still be an incredible summer.

Please know these changes that we are making are done so that we can welcome you home. We do not plan 
on making all of these permanent changes, and will possibly change them again as restrictions ease. Please 
read on to see what your experience will look like. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or just want to catch up, you can reach me by email (camp@
horizonsva.com), phone (540.896.7600) or by our online chat system through our website, www.
camphorizonsva.com and yes, that really is me who responds back!

Take care, stay safe, and I can’t wait to see you all this summer!

-Liz Heilbronner, Camp Director
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Cabin life: You will still live in an assigned village and have two fantastic cabin counselors! 8-10 other campers 
will live in your bunk and are equally as excited to make new friendships. Village porches and duplexes will still be 
used, as they are outside.

Meals: We will start by listening to announcements from the Counselors of the Day 
and the groups that win ‘cleanest cabin’ will go in to eat first! You will still sit and eat 
with your cabin at each meal. Some changes to meal time:

• Cereal and yogurt, sandwiches, and salads will be preprepared by our     
kitchen staff.

• All meals will be served Family Style with food waiting on your cabin’s table 
when you arrive. 

• Dining halls will be split by village and time. Rainbow and Starlight will eat at 
Main Dining Hall, and Sunrise and Sunset at Explorer Dining Hall. 

Evening Programs: We will still have Campfires, Talent Shows, 
International Night, and more classic evening programs. They might be in a 
different location than we’re used to, but they will still happen!

Swap Shop: Swap Shop, our General Store, will be open at the Lake and 
Western Village. And yes, Big Boppers will be plentiful!

Free swim: Pool? Yep. Lake? Of course! Free Swim will still happen each 
afternoon and is a great time to relax with your friends and counselors!

Weekend Programs: Yes, you can still get your counselor in the dunk 
tank during our Camp Carnival or see them get egged in Roulette during 
Mid-Week Campfire. Horizons Games is still on as well, so you can rock your 
team color with pride!

Pre-camp: You and your family will complete a 10-day Safer at Home Quarantine. During this time, you will track 
and record your temperature, symptoms, and take a COVID-19 test. A negative test is required to come to camp.

Packing: Add 7 masks to your list, as well as hand sanitizer (though we will have plenty around camp). 

opening Day: Everyone will be required to stay in masks until they get to their cabins. Check-in will happen in 
30-minute shifts that are signed up for before camp. There will be different stations around main camp that you 
must go to before going to cabins. Guardians will stay at Camper Care field and will not be permitted to go to the 
villages this summer. We do have additional staff who will be helping you move into your cabins this summer!
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Activities and Cohorts: Each session will have cohorts, made up of no more than 25 campers. Your cohort 
might be your porch buddy, or your opposite village equivalent. Activities throughout 
the day will be done with your cohort. Activities will be preassigned based on age 
and skill level. While there will be no activity sign ups this summer, don’t worry- we 
know what kinds of activities you all like! If you signed up for Equestrian Lessons, you 
will still do those.

Off-site Trips: As of this time, we will be able to offer all off-site trips for 
Explorer Campers except Caving. We will be able to run all of our other trips 
including: Canoeing, Tubing, Rock Climbing, Canopy Tour, and Via Ferrata.

health Checks: Each morning before breakfast, 
campers and staff will get their temperature taken and do a symptom check with 
their Head Counselor. 

Camper Care: Camper Care, our Medical Center, is conveniently placed in the 
middle of camp. Campers and staff who take medicine or need to be seen for non-
COVID-19 symptoms will follow the porch of Camper Care to the back window. The 
front door of Camper Care will be used for COVID-19 symptoms. Campers and staff 
will not be permitted into Camper Care without approval from Camper Care staff or 
a Director. 

in ‘n out policy: Everyone will be required to wash or sanitize their hands upon 
entering and leaving a location. This might be as simple as going from the Pool to 
Swap Shop. Either way, we will implement this policy to reduce the spread of germs. 
Counselors will remind campers about this.

Transportation: As of this time, we will not be able to offer the Northern 
Virginia Bus or Airport Shuttle this year. All campers must be able to get to camp on 
their own. 

Closing Day: Checkout will look similar to Check-in. Upon arrival, parents or guardians will show their ID to a 
staff member, who will radio to the Head Counselor and will send up the camper. The camper and staff will retrieve 
their luggage and any medication from the Basketball Court and will go directly to their vehicle. Swap Shop will not 
be open during Check-out.

Turnover: Campers staying multiple sessions will not be able to go off-site this summer. Guardians and 
otherwise normally approved visitors will not be able to come visit. Campers staying multiple sessions will be given 
the opportunity for a FaceTime with their guardian.


